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» MMA movement: The tour-

| in first big-budget
By Ken Woroner, Fox Searchlight Pictures

B Hilary Swank Stars in Amelia,out Friday.

‘nament formatisback Theviral

videos are back. But for the sec-
ond season of ambitious MMA
promotion Bellator, the TV deal is
quite different. Broadcast on de-
lay in its first season on ESPN De-
portes, the series is moving to
live Thursday night cards on Fox
Sports Net, with highlight shows
to follow on NBC and Telemundo.
“Twao days after the tournament
event happens live, you'll see a
rock 'em, sock ’em half-hour (on
NBC) of the greatest moments of
Thursday’s competition,” Bellator
CEO Bjorn Rebney says. Bellator
had no English-language TV deal
for its first season but made
shows available on its site. Then
with a handful of chokes and
kicks from unusual angles, the
company posted clips online. “I
am a firm believer that when
you have those magical mo-
ments, people will watch it on
YouTube and then will watch it
on a highlight show,” Rebney
says. — Beau Dure




