Dec. 5, 2009

Home security goes far beyond the holidays

By Sheba R. Wheeler The Denver Post

Homeowners anxious about crime during the
gift-giving season are turning to new security technol-
ogy.

But these days, the latest in home security isn’t as
much about busting robbers as it is about knowing
what’s happening in your home 24/7.

For years, traditional security systems called on
homeowners to arm and disarm their alarms and pay
$30 to $40 a month for call-center monitoring. It was
really a type of homeowner’s insurance, says Alison
Slavin, vice president of product management with
Alarm.com. When something triggered the alarm, a
live operator called the house.

Today’s security systems go beyond that, Slavin
says. Wireless communications, motion-sensitive sur-
veillance cameras and cellphone system control have
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